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over in a second, and deaths from sunstroke, even
among the natives, are frequent.

Living in Pekin though dear is excellent, inul
our host gave us little dinners that would not havo
disgraced a Paris restaurant. Although not manu-
factured, that greatest luxury of the East, ioo, is
cheap and abundant. It is cut (out of tlio canulH)
in winter in huge blocks and stored in oiu'ly spring
in large caves just outsido the city walls. foYnah
fruit is also stored and preserved in t.lio warno
manner, and I have eaten a bunch of grapes in the
month of July that had been stored tlio previous
October as fresh as if they had just boon cut from
the vine,

We resolved, after a weary fortnight of waiting,
to take matters more philosophically. It was useless
chafing and worrying, either tho " boy " would como or
he wouldn't. " Tout vient a point a colui qui wait
attendre," was a proverb wo were always quoting
with an assumed calmness we were far from feeling,
It was no great hardship waiting with Kuch'com-
fortable quarters, we arguod, but tho ftJwfi, that
seemed to crawl unless our thoughts turned to
Siberia, when it flew with the speed of lightning,
was what daily and nightly harassed and worried
us. . Our host and his wifo, however, did all they
could to make us comfortable, and thoroughly
succeeded. Sitting out after dinner with a cigar in
the cool moonlit courtyard, staring up at the patch
,, of, starry, leaven .overhead, and listening to the
, .distant and soothing tinkle of Madame's piano, things
v:;*oul3v have seemed pleasant enough had we not

every day, every hour was of the
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